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HEROES FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


A Story of Baptist Beginnings in North America 


By Emity JoHNSON 


oger Williams, John Clarke, William 

Screven and others doubtless would 
rub their eyes in disbelief if they could look 
in at the annual conventions of Baptists 
in North America this May. 

They would find that the struggling 
congregations they helped plant in the 
new world only three centuries ago have 
grown to a teeming company of more 
than 18,000,000 Baptists on the North 
American continent. 

Heroism was a requisite for Baptist 
leadership in colonial America, for even 
in the new world these advocates of be- 
lievers’ baptism and “soul liberty” met 
persecution and exile. The Puritans, who 
themselves had fled Europe’s state churches 
in search of freedom, denied that same 
freedom to any who differed from their 
own “infallible” doctrines. 


Williams Led the Way 


Most people are familiar with the story 
of Roger Williams, whose opposition to 
infant baptism caused his banishment from 
Puritan-dominated Massachusetts. He and 
eleven others went into the Rhode Island 
wilderness to found the town of Providence 
and organize the first Baptist church in 
America (1639). 

But there were other heroes also. Oba- 
| diah Holmes, who succeeded Dr. John 
Clarke as pastor of America’s second 
Baptist church at Newport, Rhode Island 
(organized about 1641), was arrested and 
brutally whipped for “holding meetings 





Philadelphia Baptists organized a church in 
this building, Barbadoes Storehouse, in 1698. 





from house to house contrary to the law” 
(1651). Henry Dunster, the first presi- 
dent of Harvard University (1642-54), 
was forced from that post because of his 
persistent opposition to infant baptism. 


Persecution Brings Reward 


Hostility accounted also for the Bap- 
tist move Southward, where the denomina- 
tion has made its greatest numerical gains. 
William Screven, member of a Boston 
Baptist church (organized 1665), moved 


(CoNTINUED TO PAGE 3) 























———+ International Perspective k—— 


Editorial Excerpts from Baptist Publications 
Around the World 


Baptist Internationalism 


The Swedish Baptist paper “Vecko- 
Posten” (“Weekly Post”) brings a 
well-written article on the subject “Be- 
yond All Boundaries.” 

The editor, Rev. Bert Franzen, dis- 
cusses the international contacts of 
Swedish Baptists in the past, and the 
fruits derived from them. He then 
points out that Swedish Baptists—apart 
from their foreign mission work—have 
been mostly on the receiving end. 

“Perhaps we have not sufficiently 
considered what values we might have 
contributed to this international ex- 
change,” he wrote. 

“This we ought to think upon just 
now, as a new day evidently is about 
to break in the field of international 
relationships. The emphasis no longer 
lies upon giving and receiving; the fu- 
ture will undoubtedly be more and more 
characterized by cooperation and the 
factor of mutual support .. .” 

“The greatest benefit from a more in- 
tensive international cooperation be- 
tween national Baptist bodies might 
show in the possibility of a more homo- 
geneous development. This need not 
mean uniformity; but unity in essential 
matters needs to be deepened. 

“Tt is most gratifying to ascertain 
increasing Nordic cooperation along 
these lines. For our part we hope that 
this tendency will grow even stronger, 


and that we then from this northern 
corner of the world may be able to 
bring important contributions to the 
world Baptist movement on the plane 
of thought and conviction. It is about 
time that we seriously begin to give an 
account of our stewardship in regard 
to the rich gifts that have come to us 
from the outside in days past.” 


Grateful for Dissenters 


John J. Hurt, Jr., writing in The 
Christian Index, the publication of 
Georgia Baptists, says: 

“Praise God for the dissenters. To 
them goes the credit for nearly all 
progress. Spare us, please, from the 
hypocrites. They don their robes of 
self-righteousness and go chasing after 
glory. 

“The dissenters have had their place 
in all human progress. Christ was a 
dissenter in His day, as were those who 
followed him. Martin Luther dis- 
sented, as did Roger Williams, and be- 
cause of the price they ‘paid we are 
forever in their debt. 

“There’s always room in any church 
for a dissenter, be he the pastor, a 
deacon, or one without official posi- 
tion. Many a church has been jarred 
into a forward program, into aggres- 
siveness, because some tired of the 
easy way.” 


The 1956 Southern Baptist Handbook reveals that in churches organized within the past 
five years, there was an average of one baptism for every eight members; while in 
churches organized more than five years, there was one baptism for every twenty-three or 


twenty-four members. 
four Baptists. 


The ratio in Spain is reported to be one baptism for every 
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to Kittery, Maine, to escape the righteous 
wrath of Bostonians, but he found Con- 
gregationalists in Maine just as _ hostile 
when he sought to organize a Baptist 
church. He and many of his congrega- 
tion thereupon made a long trek south 
to settle at Somerton, South Carolina, in 
1683. A decade later they organized at 
Charleston the first Baptist church in the 
south. 

Hopewell Church, the Baptist pioneer 
congregation in New Jersey, owes its 
founding to a family named Stout who 
in turn owed its very existence to the 
whimsical mercy of an Indian warrior. 
That story concerns a young woman, Penel- 


ope Vanprincis, age 18, whose America- 
bound ship was wrecked at Sandy Hook. 
Indians attacked the survivors, killing 
Penelope’s husband and leaving her to 
die. She suffered seven days until two 
Indians found her; one of them forbade 
the other to kill her, but instead nursed 
her to health and took her to her country- 
men in New York. There she met and 
married Richard Stout, bearing him seven 
sons and three daughters. Nine Stouts 
were among the 15 original members of 
the Hopewell Church. 


Pennsylvania Friendly 


Pennsylvania, a state founded by lib- 
erty-loving Quakers, offered a _ friendly 
haven to Baptists. John Holme, of Somer- 
set, England, was the first Baptist of rec- 
ord to arrive in Philadelphia in 1685. 

Soon other Baptists came, principally 
from abroad, and in December 1698 a 
Baptist church was organized in the Bar- 
badoes storehouse in Philadelphia (Sec- 
ond and Chestnut streets), a place shared 
with the Presbyterians. When the Pres- 
byterians secured a permanent pastor and 
announced their preference to occupy the 





First cooperative work among Baptist churches in North America started with organization 
of the Philadelphia Association in this Keithian Quaker meeting house in 1707. The association 


is celebrating its 250th anniversary this year. 
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premises alone, the Baptists started meet- 
ing at Anthony Morris’ Brewhouse and, 
according to the historian, they “con- 
tinued there contentedly for several years.” 

When the Church of England learned 
the Baptists had separated from the Pres- 
byterians, they invited the erring flock to 
return to the fold. The Baptists agreed, 
providing among other things that the 
English churchmen could convince them 
that their ceremonies were of divine origin, 
that lords and archbishops could receive 
members but not censure them, that their 
elaborate apparel was scriptural, and that 
instruments of music should be used for 
divine worship. Apparently the Anglicans 
were not successful, for the merger did 
not go through. 


Cooperative Work Begins 


Soon there were five churches in the 
Philadelphia area—Welsh Tract and Pen- 
nepak in Pennsylvania, and Middleton, 
Piscataqua and Cohansie in New Jersey. 
In 1707 these five banded together in the 
Philadelphia Association “to consult about 
such things as were wanting in the 
churches, and to set them in order.” 

This, the first organization of churches 
in North America, is celebrating its 250th 
anniversary this year. 
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Baptist work grew rapidly, as chal- 
lenges for cooperative endeavor appeared. 
Luther Rice and Adonirum Judson, mis- 
sionaries sent to India by the Congrega- 
tionalists, became Baptists soon after ar- 
rival on the field. Faced with the problem 
of financial support, Rice returned | to 
America to make peace with the Con- 
gregationalists and approach the Baptists. 


Rice found there was no Baptist mis- 
sion organization and that the denomina- 
tion numbered only about 100,000. Set- 
ting out on a trial journey seeking co- 
operative effort among them, he organized 
20 missionary societies and _ collected 
$1,300. He secured approval also for a 
national convention, and in May, 1814, 
Baptists from all parts of the nation 
gathered in Philadelphia to organize the 
General Missionary Convention of the Bap- 
tist Denomination in the United States of 
America for Foreign Missions. 


Progress Comes Rapidly 


The days of early struggle were over. 
Baptists had accepted the big challenge 
of world evangelization. They organized 
the Baptist General Tract Society (later 
the American Baptist Publication Society) 
in 1824 “to make our denomination, and 
all others over whom we have influence, 
a reading, thinking, working, and devoutly 
religious people.” They established the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society 
in 1832 (now celebrating its 125th anni- 
versary) to forward the Baptist spread 
across the nation. 


Baptists of the south formed their own 
Southern Baptist Convention in 1845. Bap- 
tists in the north formed their general 
organization, now the American Baptist 
Convention, in 1907. 


Many other Baptist groups are working 
among peoples of varied national and 
racial backgrounds in both the United 
States and Canada. Their united strength 
is vastly greater than the continent’s Bap- 
tist forebears ever dared to expect. 


Miss Johnson is an editorial assistant, Di- 
vision of Communications, American Bap- 
tist Convention. 
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NEWS OF THE BAPTIST WORLD 


President Adams Reported 
Recovering from Heart Attack 


President Theodore F. Adams, president 
of the Baptist World Alliance, is in Rich- 
mond Memorial Hospital, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, USA, recovering from a heart at- 
tack suffered early Wednesday, May 8. 


Physicians described the illness as a 
coronary occlusion and said the attack 
fortunately was light. They said Dr. Adams 
must remain in the hospital about a month 
and then relax the rest of the summer. 
He should be able to assume his regular 
duties next fall both as pastor of Rich- 
mond’s First Baptist Church and _ presi- 
dent of BWA. 


The illness caused cancellation of Dr. 
Adams’ scheduled addresses to both the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Chicago 
and the American Baptist Convention in 


Philadelphia in late May. 


Cancelled, or at least postponed, also 
are plans for a two-month tour of Baptist 
activities in Africa, scheduled to begin 
July 8. Robert S. Denny, associate sec- 
retary of BWA, and Mrs. Adams were to 
accompany him. 

Dr. Adams has been pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Richmond since 1936. 
He was elected president of BWA at the 
Baptist World Congress in London in 
1955. 


Administrative Committee 
Plans Recommendations 


Plans for the Tenth Baptist World 
Congress at Rio de Janeiro in 1960 and 
proposals for strengthening of the Alli- 
ance’s world-wide service were studied 
at a meeting of the BWA Administrative 
Committee in Washington April 23. 

Recommendations on these and other 
matters were made by the Administrative 
for action by the Executive Committee 
when it meets in Hamilton, Ontario, Can- 
ada, August 26-30. 
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Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary 
of the Alliance, reported to the committee 
on his nine-day visit to Rio in March, 
telling of the convention hall and hotel 
accommodations available and of eager 
preparation on the part of Brazilian Bap- 
tists. 


Dr. Cook Visits Belgrade 


Dr. Henry Cook of London, European 
secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, 
was received by representatives of the 
Yugoslav government on his visit to Bel- 
grade in April. 

Tanjug, official news agency, reported 
that he paid a visit to Vice President 
Rodoljub Colakovic and had “a cordial 
conversation” with him. It did not indi- 
cate the subject of their talk. 

Also on hand to greet Mr. Cook were 
high officials of the State Commission for 
Religious Affairs. 

Mr. Cook previously visited the Soviet 
Zone in Berlin to get first-hand informa- 
tion on the situation of Baptists there. 
While in Berlin he also made prepara- 
tions for the congress of the Baptist 
Federation of Europe to be held there 
in July, 1958. 


Ten Thousand Copies 


Ten thousand copies of this issue of 
The Baptist World are being distributed 
to regular subscribers and to messengers 
at the annual meetings of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the American Bap- 
tist Convention. It is the largest printing 
order in the history of the publication. 


Presenting the Executive Committee 


Twelve members of the present Execu- 
tive Committee were first elected at the 
Cleveland Congress in 1950. Five of them 
have been introduced in these columns 
since the last Congress: J. T. Ayorinde, 
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Nigeria; Nannie Burroughs, Robert S. 
Denny, and P. S. Wilkinson, U.S.A.; Joel 
Sorenson, Sweden. 

The other seven are Wilfred L. Jarvis, 
Australia; Henri Vincent, France; Gunnar 
Westin, Sweden; Walter Pope Binns, R. 
Paul Caudill, J. D. Grey, and Reuben E. 
Nelson, U.S.A. 

We take pleasure in bringing their por- 
traits, together with biographical notes, in 
this issue and the two succeeding ones. 


BWA Sunday Observed in London 


The Baptist Times of London reports 
special services of international character 
were held at the Steep Lane Church, 
Sowerby, on BWA Sunday. 

At the front of the church was a globe 
with a cross shedding light upon it; to 
the left the words, “Who claims the 
world?” and to the right, “Every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 

The hymns were selected to show how 
in different lands the Lordship of Christ 
was acknowledged, and at the Communion 
service the hymn written in this part of 
Yorkshire, and used by Baptists through- 
out the world (“Blest Be the Tie That 


Binds”) was sung. 
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Dr. J. T. AYoRINDE, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of 
Lagos, Nigeria, and a vice- 
president of the Baptist World 
Alliance, has been named 
chairman of the newly-formed 
Nigerian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. His appointment 
was hailed in Nigeria as an 
indication that the new broad- 
casting agency will encourage 
religious freedom. Dr. Ayo- 
rinde, age 49, is a former 
president of the Nigerian Bap- 
tist Convention. 


—Religious News Service Photo. 


Africa 


South African Baptists Take 


Courageous Stand for Freedom 


The Baptist Union of South Africa has 
threatened to defy pending segregation 
laws which would restrict united services 
for European (white) and Bantu (black) 
worshippers. 

Action was taken by the Executive 
Committee of the Baptist Union at Jo- 
hannesburg in a resolution sent to the 
Minister of Native Affairs, the Rev. C. 
W. Parnell, editor of the South African 
Baptist, has reported. 

The committee recognized that “as Bap- 
tists in South Africa we have encouraged 
parallel churches for the European and 
Bantu since the inception of our Mis- 
sionary Society, now over 60 years. But 
there have been occasions, as there still 
are, when united services of European and 
Bantu have proved helpful and evidenced 
the unity we enjoy in Christ.” 

“We hereby register our protest against 
this proposed legislation, which restricts 
the freedom of man to assemble in public 
worship,” the Baptists declared. “We 
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cannot agree that access to worship should 
depend on the permission of any State 
authority. 

“Freedom of worship has been won at 
the cost of great sacrifice, and Baptists 
were among the first to suffer for this 
cause. 

“As a denomination we recognize the 
supreme Lordship of Christ. Should the 
State demand from us that which we be- 
lieve we owe in loyalty to God, we must 
then choose to ‘obey God rather than 
man.’ ” 

The resolution asserted further that “the 
principle of the Christian gospel that all 
believers are one in Christ is vital to our 
faith and witness. Whatever legislation 
may be to the contrary, we must continue 
to witness to our Christian unity with mem- 
bers of all races, whatever their nation or 
color.” 


Newest Baptist Seminary 


In 1918 the Baptists of Sweden began 
their missionary work in Basakataland in 
Belgian Congo. In 1933 they established 
a school for evangelists at Bendela Sta- 
tion. But now a regular seminary for 
the training of pastors and leaders has 
been founded at Konkia Station, with the 
experienced missionary Rev. David Coll- 
den as principal. 


Church Groups Become Independent 


Ceremonies were held in Douala, 
Cameroun, to mark the independence of 
the Evangelical and Baptist churches in 
the Cameroun from the mother Evangeli- 
cal Missionary Society of Paris. 

Among those present were the Rev. 
Charles Westphal, vice-president of the 
French Protestant Missionary Society and 
of the French Protestant Federation; Paul 
Concord, general secretary of the Re- 
formed Church of France, and Etienne 
Jung, president of the Directory of the 
Church of the Augsburgian Confession. 


Mission Work Opposed 


Mission activity of the European Bap- 
tist Missionary Society at Mezi in North 
Cameroun has met so many difficulties 
from the Sultan of that district that the 
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station has had to be given up. The mis- 
sionaries, Mr. and Mrs. M. Farelly, have 
gone to South Cameroun where Mr. Farelly 
had worked for many years. 

The difficulties posed in North Cam- 
eroun are being investigated and studied 
by the Executive Committee of the Euro- 
pean Baptist Missionary Society, which 
channels the foreign missionary efforts of 
Baptists of nine European countries. The 
Society has sent out its first recruits, a 
Mr. and Mrs. Kassulke, who will be 
stationed at Limbamba. Other recruits 
are in training at Paris. 


Asia 


Servicemen Double 
As Missionaries 


There is a thriving Baptist church at 
Asyia, an ancient fishing village in Japan, 
thanks to the Christian testimonies of 
U.S.A. Air Force men who were stationed 
in a nearby camp. The church has an 
excellent auditorium, Sunday school rooms, 
and a progressive membership. Recently 
they started a mission Sunday school in 
another community. 

The chain of events leading to the 
founding of this church started when a 
single Baptist chaplain won and baptized 
three or four Japanese. The next sum- 
mer another chaplain won a few more. 
In the same village a graduate of a Bap- 
tist high school was teaching a Sunday 
school class for girls in her home. Al- 
though a consecrated Christian she had 
never been baptized. The chaplain sent 
her and another girl forty miles in a jeep 
to be examined and baptized into the 
fellowship of a Baptist church. 

A group of ten Baptist servicemen, to- 
gether with these few Japanese, paid the 
expenses of a Japanese preacher to come 
each week and preach on Sunday after- 
noon. Before long they organized them- 
selves into a Baptist church and called 
the minister as pastor. 

A building fund was started and pro- 
gressed nicely, until devaluation of the 
Japanese yen cut the fund’s value to one- 
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He Makes Friends Easily 


On the first night in his new home 
in Yokohama, Japan, four-year old 
Stephen Hollaway, son of Rev. and 
Mrs. Ernest L. Hollaway, Jr., South- 
ern Baptist missionaries, looked out 
and saw all the neighborhood lights 
and said, “Look at all the friends I 
have. I'll be glad when I find out 


their names.” 





fourth, The members were undismayed 
however and continued giving and work- 
ing. The church stands today as a monu- 
ment of goodwill and Christian testimony, 
and a token of the volunteer missionary 
work of servicemen in the U. S. Occupa- 
tion Army in Japan. 


Youth Camp in Ceylon 


An all-island youth fellowship camp for 
Baptist young people in Ceylon was held 
April 13-18 at the Matale Baptist Girls’ 
School in the hill country of Ceylon. The 
camp was led by the Rev. Prosser, an 
English missionary. 

Mr. Eric Perera reports also the or- 
ganization of a camp for junior Baptists 
held during March with Mrs. Willie Wick- 
ramasinghe and Mr. Perera as leaders. 
The camp was attended by 115 Baptist 
young people between twelve and sixteen 
years of age. 


Philippine Field Expanding 


Baptist work in the Philippines is mov- 
ing forward “vigorously”, reported Dr. 
Edward B. Willingham, general secretary 
of the Foreign Mission Board of the 
American Baptist Convention, following 


Baptisms in the 
mission exceeded 


his tour of the Orient. 
A.B.F.M.S. Filipino 


2,400 in the past year, setting a new record. 
The rebuilding of two church related hos. 
pitals in the Philippines is nearing com- 
pletion, Dr. Willingham reported. 


Leader of Asian Youth 


Saw Clifford Kyaw Dwe, a member of 
BWA Youth Committee, is secretary of 
the Karen Baptist Christian Endeavor 
Union at Rangoon, Burma. He studied 


S.C. K. Dwe 


Member of 
the BWA 
Youth 


Committee 


at Rangoon University, 1947-49, and in 
1950 joined the Baptist Divinity School 
at Insein, which was affiliated with the 
Central Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Kansas City, U.S.A. He received the de- 
gree of bachelor of theology from the 
Central Seminary in 1954. He has served 
as secretary of the Karen Baptist Christian 
Endeavor Union since May of 1954. He 
is married and the parent of one child. 
Dwe was a member of the planning com- 
mittee for the Asia Baptist Youth Con- 
ference in Hong Kong in 1956. 


The Baptist World—Now Available in Bulk 


Churches may now order THE Baptist Wortp in bulk lots of 25 copies or more per 
month for placing on the literature table of the church or for distribution to families of 


the congregation. 


The price for this new service, with 25 or more copies going to the same address; 


6 cents per copy per month, or 50 cents per copy on an annual basis. 


(4 shillings per 


copy on an annual basis through the London office.) 
Address the Baptist World Alliance office nearest you: 1628 Sixteenth St., N. W., Wash- 
ington 9, D. C., or 4 Southampton Row, London W.C.1, England. 
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Fellowship 
Service 
Cooperation 


These are the keynotes of 
the Baptist World Alliance 





Baptist Building, Washington 


Organized in London in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has served more 

than a half-century in promoting fellowship, service, and cooperation among 
the now more than 21,000,000 Baptists in 100 countries on the earth’s six 
continents. 





Baptists have met nine times in a Baptist World Congress, and will hold their 
tenth Congress at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1960. 


Alliance keynotes are furthered also through: 


Baptist World Alliance Sunday, observed the ples everywhere and assistance in rehabilita- 
first Sunday in February each year by Baptist tion of refugees from political and other 
churches around the world. oppressions. 


The Baptist World, a monthly publication of 
world Baptist news, distributed to Baptist lead- 
ers in 100 nations. 


Tours by Alliance officers and others, offering 
encouragement and aid to Baptist groups 
whose location and small membership may 


Relief Work, including gifts to distressed peo- make progress difficult. 
For a brochure on BWA activities, write: 


BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 


Theodore F. Adams, President Arnold T. Ohrn, General Secretary 





Henry Cook, Acting Secretary for Europe Robert S. Denny, Associate Secretary for Youth Work 


1628 Sixteenth Street, N. W. Washington 9, D. C. 
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Advocate for Religious Freedom 


Dr. Walter Pope Binns, of Liberty, 
Missouri, president of William Jewell Col- 
lege and one of America’s foremost advo- 
cates for religious freedom, became a mem- 
ber of the BWA Executive during the 
Cleveland Congress in 1950. 

Born in Georgia in 1895 Dr. Binns 
earned college degrees from Mercer Uni- 
versity and the Southern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary, and has been honored with 





Walter Pope 
Binns 


Member of 
the BWA 
Executive 
Committee 





doctorates from Mercer, Occidental Col- 
lege, and Tulane University. He was 
ordained to the Baptist ministry in 1917 
and served as pastor of churches in 
Georgia, Kentucky, and Virginia, before 
coming to the presidency of William Jewell 
College in 1943. 

Dr. Binns has served his denomination 
well in many capacities. He has been a 
member of the Relief and Annuity Board, 
the Education Commission, the Foreign 
Mission Board, and the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, and currently is chairman of the 
Public Affairs Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. He is president also 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, representing six Baptist conven- 
tions on the North American continent, 
and is a member of the Advisory Com- 
mittee of Protestant and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State. 

Baptists in attendance at the World Con- 
gress in London in 1955 heard Dr. Binns 
speak to a plenary session on “Christ and 
Freedom”. He was chairman of the com- 
mittee which revised the BWA Constitu- 
tion, the revision being adopted at the 
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London Congress. He has served also on 
the BWA Commission on Religious Lib. 
erty, and was a member of the nominating 
committee at the London meeting. 


Australasia 


Australian Seminaries Advance 









There are four Baptist theological in- 
stitutions in the Australian commonwealth, 
and all of them “show signs of vigorous 
life,’ Principal G. H. Morling of New 
South Wales Baptist College writes in 
The Australian Baptist. 

“The oldest of them, in Victoria, has 
secured land within the precincts of the 
Melbourne University and is proceeding 
to erect a new college building. In Queens- 
land where great distances have em- 
barrassed the consecutive training of home 
missionaries, a start is being made in full 
time attendance at lectures. South Aus- 
tralia rejoices in the acquisition of a 
beautiful and commodious property. New 
South Wales has outgrown its present 
buildings and envisages removal to a more 
extensive site,” the report summarizes. 













Australian Women Active 





“We are striving to get our women to 
think in terms of the world, rather than 
limiting their thoughts and prayers to 
things Australian,” Mrs. A. C. Church 
writes in telling of the work of the Con- 










tinental Union of Australia and New 
Zealand. 
The Continental Union, representing 





women’s work in the Baptist Union of 
Australia, has been functioning since 1951 
and gained official recognition of the over- 
all Baptist Union of Australia in 1956. 
Mrs. Church is chairman of the Con- 
tinental Union. 

The women are keeping in close touch | 
with Australian missionaries in New 
Guinea and those among the Australian 
Aborigines. Women in New Zealand have [ 
started a new work among the Maoris. 
Literature has been sent to some of the 
South Sea Islands where Baptist work is | 
functioning. Much interest has been 
shown in the Women’s Day of Prayer, 
held each December. 














THE Baptist Worip 






oe. « 


t 


f; 


ol 
bi 





Europe 


Dr. Westin Says State Church 
On Way Out in Europe 


Dr. Gunnar Westin, president of the 
Baptist Union of Sweden and a member 
of the BWA Executive Committee since 
1950, has returned to his home at Uppsala, 
Sweden, following a series of lecture en- 
gagements at Southern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary and other Baptist institu- 
tions in North America. He lectured also 
at both Harvard and Yale Universities. 


Dr. Westin observed to newsmen that 
the traditional state church is on its way 
out in Europe. Basing his observations 
on study as professor of church history 
and former dean of the theological faculty 
at Uppsala University, he declared “A 
strong doctrine of church and state separa- 
tion is developing throughout Europe.” 
“It is an illustration,” he said, “of the 
fact that uniformity of religious opinion 
cannot be coerced by law.” 

The church historian related that the 
state church system developed in Europe 
immediately following the Reformation 
and was based on the theory “that govern- 
ment is responsible for the souls of its 
people.” There was also the doctrine 
that church unity is essential to political 
unity. 

The incoming of foreigners, who had 
not been born into the state church, was 
one of the first factors leading to a gradual 
breakdown of a strict system of enforced 
religious uniformity in his own native 
Sweden, Dr. Westin explained. Baptists 
pioneered in the 1850’s in the advocacy 
of religious freedom in Sweden and by 
1960 more than 4,000 Baptists worshiped 
in the country despite all the laws of 
oppression. 

“Increasingly,” he pointed out, “it be- 
came impossible to banish all who wor- 
shipped outside the law and ultimately the 
law was changed.” 

Dr. Westin says that other European 
countries have made and are making simi- 
lar gains towards full religious freedom. 
Dr. Westin’s book on “The History of the 
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Free Church Movement Through the 
Ages”, published previously in both 
Swedish and German, will be published 
in English soon by Broadman Press. 

Dr. Westin has earned many distinctives 
in Baptist work. No Baptist ranks higher 
than he as a scholar in the field of church 
history. He was president of the Swedish 
Baptist Young People’s Union, 1922-31, 
and addressed the Third Baptist World 
Congress at Stockholm in 1923 as youth 
representative. It was he who took the 
initiative for organizing a Baptist World 
Alliance Youth Committee. 

He addressed a plenary session of the 
Copenhagen Congress in 1947 on “Civic, 
National, and International Responsibility 
of Christians.” At the Cleveland Congress 
in 1950 he read a paper to a sectional 
meeting for ministers or “Varieties of 
Baptist Movements,” and at the London 
Congress in 1955 he presented a paper 
at the conference on religious liberty: 
“Why Fight for Religious Liberty?” He 
was vice-president of the Alliance 1950-55. 

Dr. Westin has served the Swedish 
Baptist Union as editor, preacher, and a 
member of the mission board as well as 
his current position as Baptist Union presi- 
dent. Mrs. Westin is active in the women’s 
work of Swedish Baptist churches. She 
and Dr. Westin have three children. 


On to Toronto 


John Hough of the Young People’s de- 
partment of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland writes: 

“We in this country are going ahead 
with preparations for sending a delega- 
tion to the Fifth Baptist Youth World 
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Conference in Toronto. The Baptist 
Youth Movement already has given con- 
sideration as to how it can raise the 
necessary money.” 


Dr. Payne Elected 


The Free Church Federal Council 
(Great Britain) elected Dr. Ernest A. 
Payne vice-moderator at its recent annual 
congress in Bristol. He thus automatic- 
ally succeeds to the position of moderator 
or president at the next annual meeting. 


Scots Emphasize Evangelism 


Spurred by an appeal by the Rev. 
George Young of the Adelaide Place 
Church, Glasgow, the Baptist Union of 
Scotland is giving consideration to a 
three-year emphasis on visitation evan- 
gelism. More than 90 churches already 
have reported favorably to his appeal. 

“This is a God-given opportunity to the 
denomination to revive the spiritual life 
of our churches,” Mr. Young declared. 
He said that those churches engaged in 
such work almost unanimously reported a 
quickening in the spiritual life of the con- 
gregation. 

Scottish Baptists also are making ar- 
rangements for a continuation this summer 
of special summer seaside evangelistic 
work. The Rev. John McKendrick, minis- 
ter of the Ayr Baptist Church, reported 
to the Baptist Union of Scotland that 
young people from the Scottish churches 
are finding this summertime work in- 
creasingly appealing, and many have indi- 
cated a desire to repeat the work they 
did in previous years. 


Christian Loyalty in Spain 


Mrs. F. F. Pepper of London, president 
of the European Baptist Women’s Union 
and co-chairman for Europe of the BWA 
Women’s Department Committee, tells of 
her recent visit to Baptists in Spain: 

“Here, I was soon to discover, were 
people who had great courage and loyalty. 
Here they had to face persecution and 
many difficulties which sometimes meant 
imprisonment, and often resulted in the 
loss of work and even in the loss of friend- 
ship. In spite of all this there seemed no 
shirking of responsibility or slackening 


Pace 12 


of endeavor. These fine soldiers of Jesus 
Christ are an example to many of us, and 
especially to those who know nothing of 
persecution and are able to enjoy living 
in a land of absolute freedom.” 

Further word of Baptist work in Spain 
comes from Mrs. Charles Whitten, an 
American missionary there. She writes: 

“Tt was a Sunday morning in February. 
The pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Madrid, had finished his sermon. Quietly 
and earnestly he gave the invitation for 
those who wanted to accept Christ. Seven 
people stood to their feet immediately. 
Most of them came from non-Christian 
homes, but they had found that Jesus 
satisfies every longing of the human heart. 
To be present at that moment was enough 
to carry us through all the difficult days 
that could ever come.” 


Youth Evangelists 


Austrian leaders and Gunter Wieske, 
secretary of the European Baptist Youth 
Committee, are making plans for a special 
youth evangelism training week and a 
youth evangelistic campaign in Salzburg, 
Austria, in September. An international 
group of 25 young people will be selected 
from all of Europe to form the evangelism 
team. 


German Women Active 


Baptist women in Germany are develop- 
ing their activities along three major lines, 


Mrs. Bambey has written Miss Lois 
Chapple, secretary of the BWA Women’s 
Department in London. 

The first is Bible study and fellowship. 
“Then,” she writes, “we sought to do 
practical service. We have given money 
to pastors’ widows, to orphans, and to 
many from the east of Germany. Two 
hundred mothers had a three weeks’ holi- 
day in a Christian home. Our women’s 
magazine, Frauendienst (circulating 16,- 
500 copies bi-monthly) gave us most of 
the money we spent.” Thirdly, the women 
sent parcels to new missionaries in the 
Cameroons. 

“The burden still upon our hearts is | 
the boundary line in the midst of Ger- | 
many,” Mrs. Bambey continues. “We re- | 
gret being divided. We do all we can 
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not to lose each other. Our sisters in the 
east miss our fellowship. They can’t even 
receive our magazine.” 


To Study at Heidelberg 


A professor of Christian theology at 
the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Louisville, (U.S.A.), will study the 
doctrine of the church with special refer- 
ence to the Christian view of the ministry 
at the University of Heidelberg, Germany, 
next year. 

He is Dr. Dale Moody, and the German 
study is made possible by a $4,000 grant 
announced by the Commission on Faculty 
Fellowships of the American Association 
of Theological Schools. Dr. Moody has 
been a member of the Southern Seminary 
faculty since 1945 and holds the Joseph 
Emerson Brown Professorship of Christian 
Theology there. 


Ruling in Italy 


Italy’s new Constitutional Court has 
ruled that public religious gatherings may 
be held without previous notice to the 
police. 

The decision marked a victory for 
evangelical groups who had long sought 
to have the police regulation set aside. 

In its ruling the court declared uncon- 
stitutional an article of the 1931 Public 
Security Law specifying that the police 
must be notified three days in advance of 
any religious assembly outside a recog- 
nized house of worship. 

Some Italian and Protestant mission- 
aries have run into trouble in recent years 
over interpretations of the law. 


Church Begun by Convict 


Youth Leaders to Meet 


Baptist youth leaders from throughout 
Europe will meet at Ruschlikon-Zurich, 
Switzerland, May 21-28, in a conference 
sponsored by the Youth Committee of the 
European Baptist Federation. 

The Rev. Joel Sorenson, committee 
chairman, expects an attendance of 75 
leaders from 17 European countries. The 
conference arrangements are being made 
by Mr. Sorenson, of Stockholm, and 
Gunter Wieske, of Hamburg. Mr. Wieske 
is secretary of the EBF Youth Committee. 

The conference, meeting on the campus 
of the Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Ruschliken-Zurich, will discuss evangelism 
and religicus education as applied to Euro- 
pean youth. 


Latin America 
Haitians Rich in Faith 


A letter from American Baptist mis- 
sionaries in Haiti reports that despite 
hunger and starvation and an unsettled 
political situation which leaves hardly any 
employment to be had, Haitian Baptists 
have been strengthened in their Christian 
faith, One thousand new members have 
joined the churches through baptism since 
January. “If we did not have Jesus now, 
what would we do?”, one member said. 


A Church of Lepers 


One of the newer churches in the state 
of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, had thirteen 
charter members, all lepers. In the or- 


Vada Waldron, missionary to Argentina, writes in The Commission: “I was invited to 
direct a Vacation Bible school in Médano de Oro, where there is a mission of the Baptist 
church in San Juan. I think this mission is perhaps unique in this country in that the 
believers in Médano de Oro themselves erected the little church building with no help— 
not even from the San Juan church. 

“This little group of believers was begun by a man who some years ago was in the 
penitentiary in Mendoza for killing a man. In jail he was saved while reading a New 
Testament someone had given him—a true demonstration of the power of the gospel. 
Even before being freed, he began personal work, sending messages one way or another 
to his family and relatives. Now there are some twenty believers as the result of this 


one conversion.” 
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ganizational meeting they were asked how 
many were tithers. Thirteen hands went 
up. Six months later the membership had 
doubled. 


Baptists Now Have Building 
At Historic Sao Vicente 


The oldest city in Brazil, Sao Vicente, 
in the state of Sao Paulo, now has a Bap- 
tist church building for the first time since 
it was settled by Portuguese colonists in 
1532. The new building was made possi- 
ble by a $20,000 appropriation by the 
Southern Baptist Convention, paid out of 
the Lottie Moon Christmas offering for 
foreign missions. 

The church was organized in 1951 under 
the leadership of Missionary Taylor C. 
Bagby, a veteran of 37 years of service 
in Brazil. It has 230 active members. An 
evangelistic campaign started in connec- 
tion with dedication services of the new 
church building resulted in 79 public pro- 
fessions. 


North America 


Television: A Medium 
For the Gospel 


Television in the United States is a 
bustling, vigorous, competitive sales and 
entertainment medium, but it is also being. 
used for spiritual purposes. 

One of the top programs inspired by 
spiritual faith is “This Is The Answer,” 
produced on film by the Radio and Tele- 
vision Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, under supervision of the Rev. 
Paul M. Stevens. 

In less than a year the growing program 
has become available to over three-fourths 
of the nation’s TV homes covering about 
two-thirds of the major U. S. television 
areas. Stations donate “public service” 
time for the telecasts. 

“This Is The Answer” appeals to wide 
audiences through dramatic stories based 
on truths from the Bible. Complete half- 
hour episodes are played in modern-day 
situations to show how Christian prin- 
ciples can help people solve both worldly 
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and spiritual problems in everyday living 
and achieve a happier, fuller way of life 
through Christ. 

“We consider this use of the newest 
in mass communication a vital respon- 
sibility in our Christian stewardship,” 
Stevens states, “and a vital part of our 
missionery effort to take the message of 
Christianity to people everywhere, par- 
ticularly the unchurched.” 


Rendezvous With Death 


The spiritual counsel he had given to 
hundreds as they faced death took on 
personal meaning to Dr. B. H. Duncan, 
Arkansas Baptist clergyman and editor, 
when physicians told him a year ago that 
leukemia made his own early death 
inevitable. 

“There is a killer in my blood stream,” 
the editor confided to his readers last 
August. “How long it can be subdued. 
neither I nor the doctors know.” 

He said he had tried to answer the 
question, “Does death look different now 
that it has come so near to me.” And he 
answered: “The same assurance of God’s 
word which had met the needs of others 
is sufficient for me. The same Christ is 
also my comforter. After a thorough 
heart-searching I found I could add 
nothing new to my own counsel.” 

Dr. Duncan resigned his editorship of 
The Arkansas Baptist last December 1. 
He set his affairs in order, went with his 
wife to the undertakers and selected a 
casket, then entered Arkansas Baptist 
Hospital. Death came quietly, with his 
widow reporting: “His faith remained 
steadfast to the end.” 


Baptists in Congress 


Sixty-seven Baptists have seats in the 
United States Congress, including 13 
members of the Senate and 54 of the 
House of Representatives. Methodists, 
Roman Catholics, and Presbyterians out- 
number the Baptists in that order. Epis- 
copaleans run fifth. 


Baptist is Chief Justice 


The Hon. Matthew W. Hill was recently 
appointed Chief Justice of the Washing- 
ton State Supreme Court. A prominent 
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Baptist, Judge Hill is a member of the 
General Council of the American Baptist 
Convention and a former first vice-presi- 
dent. He is chairman of the Board of 
Deacons of the First Baptist Church of 
Olympia, Washington. 


Missionary Diversification 


The Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention now has 
1,141 missionaries in active service on 
foreign fields and looks forward con- 
fidently to achievement of a minimum goal 
of 1,750 missionaries by the end of 1963. 

The Board’s secretary for missionary 
personnel, Elmer S. West, Jr., observes 
that with the increase in the number of 
missionaries there also is a growing di- 
versification in the types of service ren- 
dered. 

“Additional missionaries are being ap- 
pointed in such fields as religious educa- 
tion, publication work, music, and agricul- 
ture,” Mr. West said. “The need for 
those trained in various fields of academic 
endeavor to serve as college professors is 
becoming more pressing. As _ always, 
our largest number of calls is for preachers 

“Our most urgent need continues to be 
for nurses” Mr. West continues. “It may 
seem unbelievable that we should have 
more doctors ready for appointment this 
year than nurses. We need every doctor 
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whom God is calling, but we are deeply 
concerned because expansion of our medi- 
cal work in a number of places is being 
curtailed by the shortage of single women 
to serve as missionary nurses.” 


Baptist Women Plan 
November Meeting 


The Second Continental Assembly of 
the North American Baptist Women’s 
Union will meet November 5-7, 1957 in 
Toronto, Canada. The program will fea- 
ture addresses by Mrs. J. T. Ayorinde of 
Nigeria, Miss Margaret T. Applegarth, 
Mrs. George W. Martin, Mrs. Edgar Bates, 
and others. 

Canadian women are asked to send 
their $2 registration fee to Mrs. R. Well- 
stood, 60 McCrae Drive, Toronto 17, On- 
tario. Women living in the United States 
should“send their registration with the $2 
fee to Mrs. R. L. Mathis, Baylor Uni- 
versity, Waco, Texas. Further details on 
the conference program will be announced 
later. 


Chinese Baptist Honored 

Walter Ong, a Baptist layman of 
Pheonix, Arizona, has been named “Man 
of the Year” by the Phoenix Advertising 
Club. He received the annual award in 
recognition of his good citizenship and 
participation in civic enterprises. 

For the past 15 years Mr. Ong, a 


Pace 15 





THe Baptist Worip 
1628 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington 9, D. C. 


Second Class Mail 


American Baptist Historical Socia 
12100 South Goodman Street 


Rechester 20, New York 
Tie aeeist eve nt 


oi oA celal = 
ig be es te 
Sabet St ee 


> 
ey 





groceryman, has been superintendent of 
the Sunday school of the Chinese Baptist 
mission in Phoenix. 


1,529 Baptisms in Jamaica 


The 107th annual report of the Jamaica 
Baptist Union shows a total of 235 
churches in the Union with a total mem- 
bership of 25,607. The churches baptized 
1,529 new converts during the year. 

The Rev. J. Leo Rhynie, who prepared 
the report, reports also the dedication of 
six new church buildings, two new mis- 
sion houses, and the opening of a church 
hall. Several churches carried through 
major building repairs and renovations. 
The total approximate cost of all these 
works is estimated at £22,000 ($61,000). 


European Churches in New York 


News comes through the Watchman- 


Examiner of developments in three Bap- 
tist churches in New York City, serving 
foreign populations in that metropolis. 

The First Hungarian church, New York, 
has become self-supporting, and the title 
to its property has been transferred from 
the City Mission Society to the church. 
Rev. George B. Balla is the pastor. 

After ten years as pastor of the First 
Estonian church, Rev. Karl Kaups has re- 
tired. Mr. Kaups was himself a refugee 
from Estonia and has served faithfully 
the Estonian group in New York. 

Retirement has also been announced for 
Rev. Raphael Mingioli, an outstanding 
Italian pastor who served 37 years in the 
bilingual Second Avenue Italian Baptist 
church, New York. He has preserved a 
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winning Protestant witness through many 
changes that have taken place among sec- 
ond and third generation Americans of 
foreign parentage. 


58 Flags in Church 


Upholding its slogan as “House of 
Prayer for All People,” St. John’s Baptist 
Church at Philadelphia has gathered the 
flags of 57 countries. A 58th will be added 
on May 18 when Dr. F. Bredahl Petersen, 
a former president of the Baptist Union of 
Denmark, presents a flag of his country. 





